KISHWAUKEE COLLEGE

COMPUTER-AIDED DESIGN TECHNOLOGY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES

October 11, 2006

The Computer-Aided Design Technology Advisory Committee convened in A407 at 7:00 p.m.  

MEMBERS IN           Steve Cromwell, CAD Designer, Cain Millwork

ATTENDANCE:         
OTHERS                    Steve Durin, Acting Associate Dean of Careers Technology Division

PRESENT:                 Mark Schwendau, Computer-Aided Design Instructor

                                   Alan Thor, Computer-Aided Design Instructor
MINUTES                 The March 3, 2006 advisory committee minutes were accepted as posted.
APPROVAL:             

INTRODUCTIONS:  Steve Durin was introduced and welcomed as our new Acting Associate Dean of

                                    the Careers Technology Division.

REPORT ON             Alan discussed enrollment numbers for the program in terms of both full and part

PROGRAM               time students over the last three years by both spring and fall.  It was observed that 

ENROLLMENTS:    the numbers, while not decreasing but holding steady, are less than the administration

                                   and faculty would desire.

                                   Steve Cromwell asked if non-program course takers, such as himself, were reflected

                                   in the numbers offered.  He also asked who tabulated the results.  Alan explained

                                   non-majors were not reflected in those numbers nor were Pre-Engineering majors or 

                                   Building Construction Technology majors seeking required courses in the CAD

                                   Program.  Steve said he thought those numbers should be taken into account as well.

                                   Alan and Mark recapped a meeting held with Vice President Dr. Tom Choice over his

                                   concern about CAD program enrollments.  Two ideas that came out of that meeting

                                   were to hold a breakfast meeting to discuss the problem of low numbers of students

                                   entering the Career Technologies of the division as well as surveying present and past

                                   CAD students to determine why they are seeking certificates and not degrees.  
                                    The purpose of the breakfast meeting would be to invite in local business and 

                                    industry leaders as well as high school counselors and administrators to outline the

                                    problem and try to brainstorm a possible solution.

                                   The survey idea came about after Mark observed that the low enrollment courses are
                                   also those required of the A.A.S. degrees.  Division Dean Sara Pohl and Acting Dean
                                   Bill McKinley were also in attendance at that meeting.  Mark said he had met briefly
                                   with Tom in the hallway yesterday and Tom said he will discuss the suggested
                                   student survey draft copy Mark submitted his office soon.

REPORT ON              Mark reported on the marketing efforts program faculty have been engaged in during

MARKETING            the current school year.  He has visited Sycamore High School and made talks to    
EFFORTS:                  two classes there.  He has also mailed out a cover letter asking 10 other area CAD/

                                    Drafting instructors if he may come talk to their classes.  Mark offered a sample of

                                    the letter he mailed and the visitation form sent along with the letter and a self-

                                    addressed and stamped envelope.  The letter and form went out two weeks ago and

                                    thus far, none have been returned.
                                    Mark also had a letter to the editor published in “The Ogle County Life” newspaper
                                    before school started on the opportunities for young people majoring in science and
                                    technology.
                                    Marketing survey study results were reviewed.  Mark commented that the results 
                                    read much the same as the previous years.  Steve asked if there were comparison 

                                    results for how students of other college programs answered the same survey.  Mark
                                    said he had just asked the division secretaries if that was ever done as it might be

                                    interesting to review but at this point in time, such tabulations are not compiled.

REPORT ON               Alan and Mark distributed their 2006-2007 Departmental Plan as required by the

DEPARTMENTAL    administration to support follow-up of the ICCB Program Review Process.  No

PLANS:                       comments or discussion appeared necessary.
PROPOSED                Mark offered a suggestion of changing the name of CAD171 “Fundamentals of
CURRICULUM          CAD – Solidworks” to either “CAD Parametric Modeling” or “Parametric CHANGES:                 Modeling in CAD”.  Discussion ensued as to why the change was desired and                 

                                     what impact the course name change might have on enrollments.  Mark explained

                                     that many Illinois colleges offer courses in “Parametric Modeling” and he feels

                                     Kishwaukee College should bring the name of this course into line with what other

                                     colleges are calling the same course.

                                     Alan expressed that he felt it was unnecessary to add the terminology to the course

                                     as it was self-evident.  He felt it would be a serious mistake to remove the name of

                                     Solidworks from the course title unless the program stopped offering that software.

                                     Steve saw both Mark and Alan’s points of view and suggested a new title of either

                                     “Parametric Modeling in Solidworks” or “Parametric Modeling – Solidworks”.

                                      Dean Steve Durin said he felt it would be improper to change the course title 

                                      without more input from more advisory committee members and a formal vote.

                                      This agenda item was tabled and held over until the next meeting as Mark said

                                       this is a small matter of concern in the big picture of the program.

REPORT ON              A memo was presented to the advisory committee that was the result of Mark’s  
CAD LAB                  meeting with a representative of the AFT-IFT relative to his desire to file a formal 
UPGRADE                 grievance over IT’s assuming control of the maintenance of the CAD lab.
STATUS:

                                    IFT representative Andrew Cantrell instructed Mark to first outline the problem

                                    issues and then follow that up with what faculty want both minimally and optimally.

                                    Alan and Mark explained that while they are very happy with the new CAD

                                    computers and software IT has purchased and installed in the lab, they are not happy
                                    with the lack of communication and installation of Deep Freeze and Novell software

                                    programs.  IT’s actions make it apparent that they intend to move ahead with their

                                    original plan to both lock faculty out of the CAD computers as well as put the CAD

                                    computers back on the Internet against the wishes of the program faculty and advice

                                    of the advisory committee.

                                    Mark said his bottom line is the CAD computers are to be used to teach CAD in as

                                    near a real-world work environment as possible and the setup of the CAD computers

                                    with their hard drives and extra software as they are now do not constitute a real-

                                    world work environment as would be found in most engineering departments locally.

                                     At the last meeting both John Moluf and and Steve Cromwell said faculty should

                                     have any security software passwords.

                                     This agenda item was also tabled and held over until the next meeting to see what

                                     changes are next made to the CAD lab as well as what the IFT comes back with.

ONLINE                    Mark reported that he has 5 students taking his first ever online AutoCAD class.

CAD                          He reported he was not happy with his students lack of progress, given the fact he

CLASS:                     gave up most of his summer learning WebCT and developing the online curriculum

                                   for the course.  He intends to offer it again next spring and hope for better results.

PROGRAM               Mark reported he was very happy to report that the Kishwaukee College CAD 

WEBSITE                  program website is now ranked #1 in the world in search strings of both “CAD+

RANKINGS:             college” and “college+CAD” in Google!  As a result of this development, he has

                                   been asked to make a presentation on the website at the fall conference of the

                                   Illinois Drafting Educator’s Association next month.  The site is currently ranked

                                   number one in over nine million and sees about 500 different visitors per month on

                                   average.

INSTRUCTOR          Mark reported he had another article published in “Tech Directions” journal in their
PUBLISHED:            October edition.  He is working on getting extra copies for the advisory committee

                                   as well as the college administration and board.
NEXT MEETING      The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.   The next meeting will be Friday, March 2, 2007
            &                     at noon.  It will be a luncheon meeting to coincide with the IDEA Region #5 High
ADJOURNMENT      School Drafting Competition where advisory committee members serve as judges.
