KISHWAUKEE COLLEGE

COMPUTER-AIDED DESIGN TECHNOLOGY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES

October 10, 2007
The Computer-Aided Design Technology Advisory Committee convened in A-415 at 6:00 p.m.  This was a dinner meeting with dinner provided by the college.  

MEMBERS IN           Steve Cromwell, CAD Designer, Cain Millwork

ATTENDANCE:        Vaughn Ehrhardt, CAD Designer, Horizon Display Systems 

                                    John Moluf, CAD Designer, N.I.U.
                                    Juan Roman, CAD Designer, Precast Engineering Company

                                    Bill Schermerhorn, Architectural Designer, Schermerhorn Construction

                                    Brad Shive, President, Superior Design Homes, L.L.C.

                                    Richard Smith, Mechanical Engineer, Auto Meter Products

                                    Tarryn Thaden, Interior Designer, Tarryn T Designs

OTHERS                    Sara Pohl, Dean of Careers Technology Division

PRESENT:                 Mark Schwendau, Computer-Aided Design Instructor

INTRODUCTIONS:  Mark Schwendau introduced new member, and former student, Vaughn Ehrhardt,
                                    to the committee.
MINUTES                 The March 6, 2007 advisory committee minutes were accepted as posted.

APPROVAL:             Motion to accept by John Moluf, seconded by Steve Cromwell.

REPORT ON             Dean Sara Pohl discussed enrollment numbers for the program in terms of both full 
PROGRAM                and part-time students over the last three years by both spring and fall.  It was noted 

ENROLLMENTS:     the numbers, while not decreasing but holding steady, are less than the administration

                                   and faculty would desire.

                                   Sara also discussed a table that showed numbers of majors by declaration to a

                                   curriculum as well as where they hailed from geographically.

                                   Richard Smith asked Mark Schwendau why some areas of the college district were 
                                    better represented than others.  Mark said he did not have a concrete idea of what

                                    is going on but did offer part of a conversation he had with Rochelle Technology

                                    instructor Rick Bunton in that Rick had told him the “No Child Left Behind” thrust

                                    has taken many of the technology students of last year and thrust them into remedial

                                    learning programs this year.  Rick reported their enrollments were off by some 60

                                    students from 325 in 2006 to 265 in 2007.

                                    Mark said he has regularly been invited to speak at both Sycamore and Rochelle high

                                    schools but not DeKalb so he would guess the bump in DeKalb numbers reflects

                                    what he calls the “N.I.U. factor”.

REPORT ON               Mark reviewed the end of the year program review report he turned into the
END OF YEAR           administration last April.  Sara commented to some of the points and explained

PROGRAM                 the administration’s point of view in program costs and enrollments.  The proposed

REVIEW REPORT:    graduate and stop-out student survey instrument Mark prepared after a meeting last 

                                     fall with, then vice president, Dr. Tom Choice and division deans, was distributed. 

                                     Mark explained Tom and the deans posed the question as to why more students are
                                     not pursuing degrees and thus helping to fill the program’s 200 level courses.  The

                                   survey instrument Mark developed is intended to help offer answers to this question.

                                   It was noted that Vaughn Ehrhardt gained employment with Horizon Display

                                   Systems after completing only the certificate from the program.  Vaughn came to 

                                   Kishwaukee College after having completed a bachelors degree in Art previously.

                                   Sara reported that what Mark did was a good start but she and Kevin Fuss, the

                                   college’s director of research, will be modifying the instrument before it is sent out.
REPORT ON             Mark reported he has invitations to visit both Rochelle and Stillman Valley High 
MARKETING           Schools after a mass mailing to 10 area high schools.  Mark was asked by Rich
EFFORTS:                 what it is he does when he visits.  Mark said he has a PowerPoint presentation,
                                   music video and learning activities but time usually doesn’t allow for all three.

                                   Sara reported that Marketing Services has a new director, Kayte Hamil, a former

                                   Kishwaukee College student and graduate.  Mark has already met with Kayte and

                                   offered her some perspectives on the college’s CAD program and issues related to

                                   enrollments.

                                   Mark announced that the college plans to do away with the hard copy of the college

                                   course schedule mailer to the homes each semester.  He reported he has concerns how

                                   this may adversely impact the CAD program’s enrollments next semester.  Sara said 

                                   the college is making the move as this represents the future and students need to 

                                   increasingly be directed to make use of the college’s website.

                                   Sara mentioned that the college plans to try some targeted marketing mailings this

                                   year.

REVIEW OF              Mark offered copies of the departmental plan for 2007-08 submitted to the deans

DEPARTMENTAL   at the beginning of the school year in August.  Mark and Sara commented that many

PLAN:                        of the plan’s goals are already work in progress effective with this meeting.  

NEW COURSE          Mark offered copies of the department’s new course schedule rotation by semester.

SCHEDULE               He said he had spent a great deal of time working on this plan in conjunction with

ROTATIONS:            the division’s Associate Dean Bill McKinley.  Mark said this plan has allowed him
                                    to complete Bill’s assignment of scheduling the next three semesters (spring,

                                    summer and fall of 2008) with ease and without mistakes.

                                     Tarryn Thaden commented she liked the rotation plan and thought it would be 

                                     easy for students to follow.  Mark commented that the rotation is not cast in 

                                     concrete as the administration and faculty can add or subtract courses based on

                                     student demand.  He mentioned the evening section of CAD151 was cancelled

                                     due to low enrollments and an evening section of CAD110 could be added in the

                                     fall or a day section of CAD110 added for Kids College in the summer.

PROPOSED                Mark offered 6 possible course curriculum changes he would like the committee

CURRICULUM          to consider for the future relative to CAD110, CAD111, EGR277, CAD161,

CHANGES:                 CAD240 and the MAT155 trigonometry requirement of architectural majors.

                                     Mark went through each of the 6 pages of the proposal that explained the problem

                                     he has identified and then offered one or more suggestions for resolution with a

                                     rationale for each.

                                    After lengthy discussion from many in attendance, the following was decided:

                                    Sara and Mark will conduct market research to determine a better new course title

                                    and course description for CAD110 Fundamentals of Drafting.  Sara suggested 

                                    involving the high school instructors and their students in focus groups to address

                                    this issue.

                                    The prerequisite of CAD110 on both CAD111 and EGR277 will be removed and 
                                    a comment suggestion, “Prior drafting experience or CAD110 is highly

                                    recommended.”, will be added instead.

                                    Further investigation will be done on the problem of teaching CAD111 and EGR277

                                    concurrently due to the CAD component requirement of the EGR277 students, many 

                                    of whom have never had prior CAD experience.

                                    The issue of whether or not the college should continue to offer CAD161

                                    (MicroStation) instruction may now be resolved as Mark thinks he found a potential

                                    adjunct instructor from Dixon’s IDOT office.

                                     The issue of how, or when, CAD240, CAD Management, will ever be offered is still

                                      up for question and debate.  Mark explained without the course being a

                                      requirement rather than an elective, it will never make numbers.  Sara mentioned
                                      she wants further discussion on this course as it fits in with the college’s new
                                      emphasis on leadership training.  The management focus appears to be needed by
                                      both current students and potential students of the CAD field.

                                       Mark discussed the problem of architectural students being required to take
                                       MAT155 Trigonometry and how the course is really a pre-calculus course as
                                       taught rather than a course in the practical application of trigonometric methods for
                                       real-world problem solving.  Mark passed around a text he would like to see a new
                                       math course built around for both the architectural A.A.S. majors as well as those

                                       seeking certificates in Building Construction Technology.  Sara, again, said she

                                       would like the opportunity to discuss this further with Mark before action is taken.
REPORT ON                Mark reported on his efforts teaching CAD151 online.  He said he has 6 students

ONLINE CAD              this semester, 3 of whom are actively engaged in the course.  Mark explained the
COURSE:                      course will not be offered online in the spring any more as he needs that semester 
                                       to update the online course materials from one version of AutoCAD to the next.

                                       He will be updating the course from 2007 to 2008 this spring to offer it again next

                                       summer.
MEMBER                      Mark has now updated the advisory committee member contact information
CONTACT                    sheet after changes made by both Bill and Juan and the addition of Vaughn.
INFORMATION:          please inform Mark if any other members have changes to be made.  Sara now
                                       has the updated 2007-08 membership roster for our committee.

OTHER ITEMS:           Sara asked the committee if they had any ideas or suggestions on how the college

                                      might better market the CAD program.  Bill suggested renting billboard space

                                       around towns or major highways.  Mark reminded the committee that in the past

                                       they endorsed the idea of having graduates on the job pictured in newspapers 

                                       offering testimonials or using their testimonials as sound bites in radio

                                       commercials.

NEXT MEETING         The next meeting will be held Friday, March 7, 2008 at noon.  The meeting 
            &                        will be a luncheon with lunch provided by the college with the main purpose
ADJOURNMENT:        being to judge the high school student’s drawings of the IDEA Region #5.

                                       The meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m.
