KISHWAUKEE COLLEGE

COMPUTER-AIDED DESIGN TECHNOLOGY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES

March 6, 2007
The Computer-Aided Design Technology Advisory Committee convened in A-411 at 7:00 p.m.  This was a carry over meeting of a 3-2-07 meeting that was cancelled due to closure of the college for weather.  

MEMBERS IN           Steve Cromwell, CAD Designer, Cain Millwork

ATTENDANCE:        Ryan McBee, CAD Designer, Ambassador Steel 

                                    John Moluf, CAD Designer, N.I.U.
                                    Bill Schermerhorn, Architectural Designer, Schermerhorn Construction

                                    Richard Smith, Mechanical Engineer, Auto Meter Products

                                     Tarryn Thaden, Interior Designer, Tarryn T Designs

OTHERS                    Sara Pohl, Dean of Careers Technology Division

PRESENT:                 Mark Schwendau, Computer-Aided Design Instructor

                                   Alan Thor, Computer-Aided Design Instructor
INTRODUCTIONS:  Mark Schwendau assured introductions were made for members to one another and
                                    new member, and former student, Ryan McBee, was introduced to the committee.
MINUTES                 The October 11, 2006 advisory committee minutes were accepted as posted.

APPROVAL:             Motion to accept by Tarryn Thadden, seconded by Bill Schermerhorn.

REPORT ON             Mark reported he has presented at Sycamore High School’s CAD drafting classes

MARKETING           and has a standing invitation to visit Genoa-Kingston High School after spring

EFFORTS:                 break.  He said new program brochures are being printed by the college’s 

                                   Marketing Services office but are not yet ready.  He said packets of program

                                   information were mailed out, or hand delivered, to all 10 area high schools in and

                                   around the college district.

                                   Mark reported that the popularity of the program’s web site is most probably our

                                   most important marketing tool as he is placing more and more recruiting information

                                   onto the site.

                                    John Moluf asked questions about web tracking and traffic.  Mark said he did not 

                                    come to the meeting prepared to address such questions but he could report that 

                                    traffic is up to the point that the site is in the top two in both Google and Yahoo

                                    when the search strings are either “CAD+college” or “college+CAD”.  Mark said
                                    the site averages about 6 unique visitors per day. 

REPORT ON             Dean Sara Pohl discussed enrollment numbers for the program in terms of both full 
PROGRAM                and part-time students over the last three years by both spring and fall.  It was noted 

ENROLLMENTS:     the numbers, while not decreasing but holding steady, are less than the administration

                                   and faculty would desire.

                                   Sara also discussed a table that showed numbers of majors by declaration to a

                                   curriculum as well as where they hailed from geographically at the moment.

                                   Steve Cromwell asked if non-program course takers, such as himself, were reflected

                                   in the numbers offered.  Sara said the numbers in the table would not reflect 

                                   those taking courses in the program as non-declared majors.  Mark reminded all

                                   present that the numbers do not credit the program for its service to both the Pre-

                                   Engineering and Building Construction Technology majors of the college.

REPORT ON              Mark reported on his efforts teaching CAD151 online.  He said he had 5 students

ONLINE CAD            last semester, 3 of whom completed and started with 11 this semester, 7 of whom are 

COURSE:                   still actively pursuing the course.  He said the most amazing thing, to him, was the

                                    fact that the enrollment more than doubled despite being inadvertently being

                                    accidentally dropped from the class schedule mailer sent to all households of the

                                    district.
                                    Mark reported teaching the class was both a challenge and fun as it gives one a real

                                    Sense of being part of a pioneering effort of these times.  He said he spent most of

                                    his time at home last summer writing and developing the curriculum materials for

                                    the course.  Thereafter, he said, you become more of a learning facilitator rather

                                    than a traditional classroom instructor.

                                    Sara commended Mark for his efforts in the development and instruction of this first

                                    CAD course online.

                                     Mark reported the class will have to go through a major revision this summer to take

                                     it from AutoCAD 2006 to 2007.  He said the second effort should not be as intense

                                     as the first.

OUTSTANDING        Alan and Mark announced the Outstanding CAD Technology Student of 2007

PROGRAM                 as Jonathan Kuhn.  Jon is a second year student near completion of his degree.

STUDENT:                  Jon will receive a cash award from the Greenlee-Textron Scholarship Fund at

                                     the college’s awards day ceremony in April.

REPORT ON               Alan reported on IT’s efforts to upgrade the hardware and software of the CAD

IT’S UPDATES           lab.  Alan reported he has concerns with AutoCAD not being able to find parts

TO CAD LAB:            of itself, such as material mapping symbols, when the program is not installed to

                                     the root “C” hard drive rather than the “M” partition as was done by IT now.

                                     Mark reported that Bob Lawrence (Manufacturing instructor) had visited with him

                                     just before the meeting and told him he has similar concerns when teaching

                                     SolidWorks (CAD171) for the CAD Technology program.

                                     Bob asked to be invited to next fall’s advisory committee meeting when he will

                                     understand the problem more completely and be able to speak to it better.

PERSONNEL              Alan Thor announced his retirement from Kishwaukee College, effective the end

MATTER:                   of the spring 2007 semester.  Alan spoke of tentative future plans he and his wife,

                                     Lynn, have and how the plans may change.

                                     Members present congratulated Alan on his retirement and thanked him for his years

                                     of service.  Tarryn asked how many years he had been in teaching.  Alan said he 

                                     had been at Rochelle High School for 17 years and Kishwaukee College for 18

                                     years.

                                     Sara said Alan is to be commended for his many years of service as an educator,

                                     particularly for his contributions to Kishwaukee College.

REPORT ON              Sara brought members present up-to-date on the college’s efforts to maintain 

CQI-AQIP:                 its  current status of accreditation through participation in the A.Q.I.P. process or     

                                    Academic Quality Improvement Program. 
                                     This new direction for the college has already seen our mission and vision
                                     statements revisited and rewritten.  A new strategic plan will be written with

                                     new goals.  One of those goals is to migrate the college’s central computing system

                                     to the Datatel System known locally as KishConnect.  Sara reported that this

                                     system will allow instructors to advise students better and allow students to 

                                     do online class registration.  Mark has already undergone KishConnect training

                                     for both student records and purchase order processing.

JUDGING OF              The remainder of the meeting involved judging the 39 high school student entries

STUDENT                   of the IDEA Region #5 High School CAD Drafting Competitions held at the 

DRAWINGS:               college on Friday, March 2, 2007.  Results are attached to these minutes.

NEXT MEETING       The next meeting will be held in the fall on a weekday evening to be determined.
            &                      The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
ADJOURNMENT:      
