KISHWAUKEE COLLEGE

DRAFTING AND DESIGN TECHNOLOGY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES

October 1, 2003

The Drafting and Design Technology Advisory Committee convened in A407 at 7:00 p.m.  

MEMBERS IN           Bill Schermerhorn, Self-employed Designer and Contractor

ATTENDANCE         Richard Smith, CAD Designer Horizon Display Systems

                                    Tarryn Thaden, Tarryn T Designs (Interior Design)

OTHERS                    Carol Quenett, Dean of Career Technologies

PRESENT                  Mark Schwendau, Drafting and Design Instructor

                                    Alan Thor, Drafting and Design Instructor

MINUTES                 The March 7, 2003 advisory committee minutes were accepted as posted upon a

APPROVAL              motion by Tarryn Thaden, seconded by Bill Schermerhorn.

INTRODUCTION     Mark Schwendau introduced Carol Quenett as the new dean of the newly

OF NEW DEAN        created Career Technologies Division.

                                   Carol discussed the formulation of the new division as the combination of the 

                                    old Agriculture, Horticulture and Automotive Division with the old Business

                                    and Technology Division.  She discussed both her short term and long term plans

                                    as the new dean of the division.  She also noted the new associate dean, Sara Pohl,

                                    of the division and the role she will play in the division.

ENROLLMENTS      Alan Thor gave a report the program enrollments by head count in courses as

                                   follows:

                                                              SP03     FA03

                                    DRA111             10          13

                                    DRA151             21          23

                                    DRA152             16          20

                                    DRA154               5          10

                                    DRA161               6          14

                                   Carol offered the committee a report issued by Student Services that showed the

                                    program was down yet again when comparing credit hours by year.  Her chart 

                                    showed enrollments were off another 16% from a year ago.  She also noted that 

                                    not all students are department majors and that faculty will be checking with each

                                    student to verify they are enrolled in the correct curriculum major.

                                    Discussion was held on the concern of the issue by both the advisory committee

                                    members present with Carol.  Mark and Alan made mention that the problem of

                                    students not entering the fields of science and technology is not just a local one,

                                    but a national one.  The NIU College of Engineering is also known to be down in

                                     numbers and expressed a desire to recruit more heavily out of Kishwaukee College

                                    last spring.

                                    Bill Schermerhorn asked about advertising intentions relative to radio and

                                    newspapers.  Bill again stressed the need for an advertising budget within the

                                    departmental budget.  He said his company might be able to make a donation

                                    of money to be used for promoting public awareness of the program near the

                                    end of the year.

REPORT ON              Alan reported the cost of our Microstation site CAD license went up dramatically 

MICROSTATION      this summer and is to increase yet again next summer.  The pricing structure and 

LICENSE                    history Kishwaukee College has had with Microstation was discussed at length.

AGREEMENT            Advisory committee members and the division dean questioned Mark and Alan 

                                    about the rationale for offering the course as well as what job opportunities await 

                                    students with Microstation training.  Students who go to work for the county or

                                    state DOT must use this software while Architectural students use AutoCAD. 

                                    Alan suggested we order the architectural version of AutoCAD and save the 

                                    purchase price of Microstation.  Students should be able to transition between

                                    different software. 

                                     Additionally, Mark will draft a letter for Carol to send to Microstation that outlines

                                     the college’s history with the program and how their yearly license fee has 

                                     escalated from $1,500 a year to $2,000 a year.  The price increase is unaffordable

                                     given current enrollments.

REPORT ON               Mark reviewed the first page of the departmental plan with the committee members

DEPARTMETNAL     and discussed the logic of each departmental goal as to why it was included.  He 

PLAN                           made special mention that this is the fiscal year when the program is up for its 5

                                      year state program review.  He made mention that many of the goals are related

                                      to assessment of the program for cost effectiveness and demonstrating that

                                      effectiveness in the program review process.

REPORT ON                Related to the departmental plan goal of curriculum changes for keeping the 

NEED FOR                   program current, discussion was held about the college’s naming of the program 
CURRICULUM           and course prefix used (Drafting and Design Technology/DRA).    After lengthy
CHANGE                     discussion, it was decided to change the program title and course prefixes to

                                      Computer-Aided Design Technology – CAD.  Mark made note that this will better

                                      align with the titles of  the program’s four curriculum anyway.  A motion was made

                                      by Tarryn and seconded by Richard Smith to make this change.  The motion

                                      passed.

                                      Mark explained the problem discovered that students are no longer taking courses

                                      that are electives and not required of the certificate or degree they are seeking.

                                      Related to the goal of the elimination of low enrollment courses, it was decided

                                      to hold off on the idea of elimination DRA110 Fundamentals of Drafting until

                                      the March meeting of next spring when further discussion can occur and a decision

                                      will be made.

                                      The committee discussed combining DRA116 Airbrush Techniques and merging

                                      some of its contents into DRA112 Technical Illustration while raising DRA112 

                                      from two credits to three.  DRA116 has not had sufficient enrollment in a number

                                      of years even though they tried offering it with Community Education.  After a

                                      brief discussion it was agreed to make this change.  A motion was made by Tarryn,

                                      and seconded by Rich, to combine DRA116 Airbrush Techniques and include some

                                      of its contents in DRA112 Technical Illustration with an increase of one credit.  The

                                      motion passed.  Mark will revise the program description of DRA112 to reflect the

                                      addition of airbrushing content.

                                      Carol called attention to the fact that this change will only leave the students with

                                      3 credits in drafting electives to take in the CAD architectural degree curriculum.

                                      After some discussion it was decided to eliminate the requirement of the

                                      Electronics elective and require the students of this degree program to take 6 credits

                                      in elective drafting credit work.  A motion was made by Tarryn, seconded by Rich,

                                      to make this change.  The motion passed.

                                       Mark noted that there will now be 6 possible elective courses in drafting for each

                                       of the two program’s degrees as they were unequal before this change.

NEED FOR MORE      Mark mentioned that Carol had expressed a desire to him for us to increase

ADVISORY                  the membership of our program advisory committee.  He asked committee

COMMITTEEE            members present to think of possible new candidates to add to our roll.

MEMBERS                   Several names of companies and individuals were suggested and Mark and

                                      Alan will follow-up on those suggested.

NEW DESIGN              Mark noted he had attended an articulation conference with the high school

CONTEST                     drafting instructors last spring.  The instructors suggested Mark and Alan

                                       create a design competition for district high school students.  This contest 

                                       will bring the students and their parents onto our college campus.  They

                                       highlighted the problem of parents of high school age students not being aware of 

                                       local community colleges as a cost effective alternative to the first two years

                                       of university attendance.

                                       Mark and Alan shared the contest rules and regulations with members present

                                       for their input.  Tarryn noted that the contest information should be prepared 

                                       in the form of written handout and not just available from the program’s web

                                       site.  Mark said he is working on that aspect.

                                       The emphasis of this year’s contest will be architecture.  Mark asked the advisory

                                       committee to think of a machine design or mechanical slant for next year’s.  The 

                                       direction we want to take the students is a 2-dimensional design drawing with a

                                       three-dimensional model to accompany it.

NEXT MEETING         Mark noted that the next meeting will be held Friday March 5th at Noon in 

            &                        conjunction with the IDEA Region #5 High School Drafting competition.

ADJOURNMENT        Carol announced the newly formed division will hold a joint, general advisory

                                      committee meeting on March 18th with a “thank you dinner”.

                                       There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting

                                       adjourned at 9:00 p.m.
