KISHWAUKEE COLLEGE

DRAFTING AND DESIGN TECHNOLOGY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES

MARCH 5, 1999

The Drafting and Design Technology Advisory Committee convened in D-126 at 12:30 p.m. on Friday, March  5, 1999, after a brief greeting from Kishwaukee College Vice President Dr. David Louis in D-123.  When this session concluded, the Drafting and Design Advisory Committee adjourned to room D-120 for the presentation of student awards for the IDEA Region 5 High School Drafting Competition.  Lunch was served to members present by Headon and Son’s Catering Service.

MEMBERS IN           Charles Benson, Price Brothers Midewest

ATTENDANCE         Jason Lieving, Ideal Industries

                                    Carson Lomax, Caterpillar

                                    Bill Schermerhorn, Self Employed General Contractor

                                    Tarryn Sanderson, Self Employed Interior Designer

OTHERS                    Mark Schwendau, Drafting and Design Instructor

PRESENT                  John Conway, Adjunct Drafting and Design Instructor

MINUTES                  Minutes of the September 22, 1998, Drafting and Design Technology Advisory

APPROVAL               Committee were approved as posted.

NCA                           Mark Schwendau opened the meeting by announcing that Kishwaukee College

ACCREDITATION   has been re-accredited by the North Central Association (an external accredting

                                   body) for the maximum allowable time period of 10 years.  More information

                                   will be available in the fall when the college has the formal written evaluation

                                   report from the NCA evaluation team.  The team made their evaluation visit in

                                   January.

PROGRAM               Members were sent a preliminary copy of the five year program review report

REVIEW                   for the Drafting and Design Technology program.  Schwendau highlighted the

                                   strengths and areas of concern as discovered by the reporting process.  Members

                                   were asked to submit comments in writing or offer thoughts and concerns at

                                   this meeting.

                                   A great deal of discussion was spent on the slight slide in enrollments that the

                                   curriculums of the program have been taking in recent years.

                                   Tarryn Sanderson related how she goes to talk to the students at Indian Creek and

                                   they have no idea what their career options are.  She also mentioned that there are

                                   only 75 students in this high school for Waterman and Shabbona at this time.  She

                                   questioned whether it would be worth the college instructor’s time to visit schools

                                   of this size.  Schwendau said it generally has not been worthwhile to visit the district

                                   high schools, though they will go out if they are invited by the school.  He mentioned

                                   that he will be taking part in the KEC 8th Grade career day next Wednesday for the

                                   first time.  Committee members agreed that this is the right age to start to introduce

                                   students to their career options.

                                   Charles Benson offered to conduct tours at his plant to increase student interest and 

                                   awareness.  Schwendau said this was a good offer and he would appreciate committee

                                   members making such offers to local high school counselors and vocational

                                   education administrators at the high school level.  He mentioned that the KEC is not

                                   sending the numbers of students one would expect from such an educational 

                                   cooperative as the program’s average age is still running closer to 30 than 20.

                                   Jason Lieving and Carson Lomax related how Mark had taken students on tours of 

                                   their respective industries, Ideal and Caterpillar, and they felt this was a positive

                                   motivater.

                                   Schwendau mentioned how he was developing a Kishwaukee College drafting

                                   contest that will be conducted and offered for district high school students over

                                   the Internet.  Committee members present indicated they liked this idea but felt

                                   it should be posted through a departmental home page rather than that of the

                                   instructor.  Schwendau agreed that this was a good idea and said he will try to

                                   organize, develop and post a departmental home page before the next meeting 

                                   of this committee.  He asked committee members to consider ways to generate

                                   $500 in scholarship prize money for this contest next school year.

                                   Lomax related how Morrison Institute of Technology recruits at area high schools

                                   for drafting students.  Schwendau explained how MIT is a private for-profit two year

                                   drafting college that competes with state community college’s for students.  He said

                                   that this college uses professional recruiting officers who are paid, in essence, what

                                   amounts to a bounty for every student they recruit.  Schwendau said that Kishwaukee

                                   does not have the resources or right to use such tactics.  He mentioned he had heard 

                                   that MIT was having enrollment problems too.

                                   Schwendau related how he was invited to attend a meeting on the problem of

                                  declining enrollments in Illinois’ community college drafting programs at McHenry

                                  County College but could not attend due to a campus emergency that occurred here.

                                  He mentioned that, in conversation with the instructor at McHenry, he learned that the

                                  problem is generally universal and often more severe than here at Kishwaukee.

                                  Members present wanted to know how much enrollments had dropped.  Schwendau 

                                  said the most recent report he just received indicated we are down 12% this semester

                                  from the spring 1998 semester.  

                                  Members and faculty agreed to brainstorm marketing and recruitment initiatives that

                                  might be undertaken next year over the summer.

FUTURE                  Schwendau mentioned he is invited to see a pre-release showing of AutoCAD 2000

TECHNOLOGY      in Rockford next Friday.  He suggested that this be recorded as our most immediate

 NEEDS                    “Future Technology Need” as desired by our new Dean, Dale Carroll.  All agreed.

                                  Schwendau concluded this conversation by mentioning that there will be no AutoCAD

                                  Release 15 after Release 14 (now in use at the college) as AutoDesk opted to call the

                                  next release, “AutoCAD 2000”.

OTHER                    Schwendau reported that Alan Thor has been recovering from hip implant surgery,

BUSINESS              completed just after Christmas, and he is expected to return to work after spring break.

                                 Schwendau said he expects a few minor curriculum changes to be introduced to the

                                 committee by the next meeting in the fall semester.  These changes will be a result

                                 of the program review process after Alan and he have had time to brainstorm and

                                 discuss possible future directions for the curriculums of the program over the summer.

NEXT MEETING   The next meeting of the committee will be held in the fall semester at a date and

            &                  time to be determined.  The meeting adjourned to the task of judging the IDEA

ADJOURNMENT   contestant’s drawing entries at 1:30.  The meeting was formally adjourned at 2:30.

ENCLOSURE        Judges decisions related to the Region 5 IDEA Regional High School Drafting Contest 
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